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DEAR FRIENDS:

PASTOR TIM 
MADDING

In Acts 1:8, right before His ascension into Heaven, Jesus shared His vision 
for His Church: 

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

The vision that Jesus gave His present and future followers focused on the 
forward, multiplying movement of His Church.  Jesus knew His vision 
wouldn’t be accomplished with one local church but churches that made a 
commitment to planting new ones.  He invites us, as His followers and 
leaders of His Church, to pray together— seeking the outpouring of His Holy 
Spirit and begin making plans to see His vision realized— especially in areas 
where there is a great need.   

One of the locations of greatest need— where we should seek the creation of 
new churches— is the large cities.  Ellen White shared that it was a vital part of 
God’s plan that we make efforts to establish many churches in the cities, 
especially the large ones: 

“In every city where the truth is proclaimed, churches are to be raised up. In 
some large cities there must be churches in various parts of the city…" (Ellen 
White, MM 309) 

So, like the early church, I am inviting you to share in the hopes, dreams, 
vision and strategy of how together we can help expand the Kingdom of God 
and reach others for Jesus.  Here you will find Beltsville Seventh-day 
Adventist Church's vision for reaching the people of Washington, DC through 
love, service and the Gospel. 

Blessings, 

Tim Madding 
Lead Pastor, Beltsville Seventh-day Adventist Church



WHAT IF…
NUMBERS DIDN’T TELL THE

WHOLE STORY…

WASHINGTON DC
is the fourth largest metropolitan 
area in the United States.  Only New 
York, Los Angeles and Chicago rank 
higher in population.

Today
711,571 people

call Washington, DC home.

Most of the growth

in Washington, DC is


caused by young people

between 20 and 34, whose

numbers grew 23%.  Half


of the District's population

growth from 2000 to 2013


was from millennials.

With only nine churches, 

we need to plant over


30 more English speaking

Seventh-day Adventist churches


in Washington, DC in order

to effectively disciple the


people living there.

The U.S. federal government 
resides in Washington, DC with 

a world-wide political influence.

Washington, DC is a growing city with great history, landmarks and museums but beneath

all of the historical attractions, Washington, DC and many of its people are in need of Jesus.



WHAT IF…
EVERYONE IN WASHINGTON, DC 
SAID, “THIS CITY IS MY CITY…”

…and by taking ownership, proudly 
identified with our city and willingly 
began to pursue its well being?  In spite 
of the data, we believe Washington, DC 
is a city Jesus loves and wants to reach.

For a city with homeless and disadvantaged people, 
what would it look like if we were able to offer 
generosity and hope?

    The percentage of children living in poverty 
in Washington, DC is ranked 48th among the nation’s 
states.

25.6%

   With a crime rate of 53 per 1000 residents, 
Washington, DC has one of the highest crime rates in 
America compared to all communities of all sizes.

For a city often torn by strife, what would it look like if 
we were no longer strangers but a family that lived by a 
set of values that held our communities together 
instead of tearing them apart?

52.89

What would it look like if we were able to create more 
opportunities and training for families to secure 
suitable employment?

 The Washington, DC region's unemployment 
rate continues to trend downward over a ten-year 
period from 9.8% to 5.4%.

5.4%

    With nearly 90% of the Washington, DC 
population possessing at least a high school degree, 
the city is ranked higher than most cities.

With so many young adults now choosing to raise their 
families in Washington, DC, what would it look like if 
we helped to support and build more competitive and 
responsive schools.

89.9%

If we could help these graduates get out of debt, we 
could empower them, providing stability for their 
families, support their community and advance the 
mission of the church.

               Among the highest in our nation, nearly half of 
the recent college graduates in Washington, DC 
possess an average of $34,033 of student loan debt.

47%

FOR A CITY FILLED WITH SO MANY PEOPLE, 
WHAT WOULD IT LOOK LIKE IF A LARGE 
PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION WERE 
REACHED WITH THE GOSPEL?



WHAT IF…
BELTSVILLE ADVENTIST CHURCH 
IS WHAT WASHINGTON, DC HAS 
BEEN WAITING FOR ALL ALONG?

We believe that the primary purpose of 
the local church is to be the “hands and 
feet” of Jesus.  Our approach to serving 
the city can be summed up in the 
following four values:

GOSPEL
Everything we do will be based


on the gospel message

COMMUNITY
By doing life together, we gain a 

new community of believers 
resulting in a family of deep 

friendships with people from all 
walks of life

REPRODUCE
As others join, we will begin 

reproducing this process throughout 
the entire metropolitan Washington, 

DC area

BALANCE
Teach the gospel message in a way 

that balances individual growth and 
commitment toward serving others



WHAT IF…
IT WAS GOD’S PLAN THAT OUR CHURCH REACH 

THE PEOPLE IN WASHINGTON, DC?

“God does not generally work miracles to advance His truth. 
He works according to great principles made known to us, 
and it is our part to mature wise plans and set in operation 
the means whereby God shall bring about certain results.”


Ellen White, Christian Service, pg. 228

“If God gives me strength now at nearly eighty-two years 
old, I shall be in the cities… Now where are the people that 
will be ready to go out into the city and establishes places?”


Ellen White, Manuscript Release 127, July 27, 1909

“Upon all who believe, God has placed the burden of raising 
up churches…. They are to employ His entrusted talents in 

building up His work and enlarging His kingdom.”

Ellen White, Mission to the Cities, August 1, 1901



WHAT IF…
WE WERE ABLE TO FULFILL OUR VISION OF


PLANTING CAMPUSES AND CHURCHES THROUGHOUT 
THE GREATER DC AREA AND BEYOND?

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20


The Seventh-day Adventist Church grew as a movement focused on church planting. As the local 
congregations grew, they sent out believers into new areas to raise up churches, expanding the church 
through the Northeast, North America and ultimately across the globe.


The Seventh-day Adventist Church saw itself as one church— not separate congregational churches. In 
time, church structure (such as unions and conferences) was introduced to help facilitate the church’s 
missional movement of multiplication. Resources, training, leadership and staffing were provided to 
facilitate the local church’s ever expanding growth. 


Once a local church reaches a state of health and maximal capacity, a multi-site or church planting 
solution is the natural progression of fulfilling the Gospel commission in the multiplication of disciples. 


In response to Beltsville Seventh-day Adventist Church’s growth over the past few years and after 
spending great lengths of time in prayer, study and reflection, it feels called of God to continue this 
process of multiplication by expanding its missional influence using a multi-site model of church 
planting in the metropolitan Washington, DC area.  The Beltsville Seventh-day Adventist Church, in 
cooperation with the Potomac Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, is committed to a God-given vision 
of multiplication and chooses to strategically plant additional missional sites or churches in 
communities of/or among people groups of 20,000 or more without an Adventist presence. 



PLANT CHURCHES INSTEAD 
OF FOCUSING ON OURS…

…because the purpose and focus of the 
church is forever about the ever-
expanding, Kingdom growing, mission 
of making disciples of all people.  Until 
Jesus comes, we will always go…

Church planting is imprinted in our vision, structures, practices, and budget. The Bible shows disciples 
being made, leaders being sent and churches being planted. The gospel advances as churches plant 
churches!


The church is God's redemptive agent in His mission to rescue and redeem the world. We're not just 
aiming for one or two big churches, but a multitude of local churches dedicated to planting churches, all 
joining in God's mission together.


If it is inherent in the nature of God to seek for the lost (Luke 19:10, Matthew 18:12), if seeking is at the 
very core of who God is (Ezekiel 34:11-12), then those of us who have been reconciled to God will 
partake of His seeking nature (Romans 10:13–15).  Just as God cannot help but continually seek lost 
humanity, so those in whom the character of God is being reproduced will constantly be involved in 
seeking the lost.  This will be the very heart of the mission of the church, because all of God’s seeking 
must be done through humans.


God hears the cries of the lost.  He has declared that the harvest is ripe and plenteous (Matthew 9:37).  
Do we hear the cry?  Have we seen this plenteous harvest that God has prepared?  This passion for the 
lost must grip us as it grips the heart of God.  It must grasp us with such force that nothing has higher 
priority in our church than the salvation of the lost.  The church then, is called to join God in His seeking 
ministry.  Its mission is the evangelist emphasis of bringing people from eternal loss to eternal life in 
Jesus Christ.


Church planting was the primary evangelistic activity of the earliest Christians.  The New Testament 
church grew because they made church planting a top priority.  It was the natural response to the 

 “‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ How, then, can they 
call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of 
whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching 
to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: 'How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’” Romans 10:13-15

WHY…



Gospel Commission.  This is God’s ordained method of reaching others with the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Church planting is the “single most effective evangelistic methodology under heaven.” Peter Wagner, 
Church Planting for a Greater Harvest, 1990


As the local congregation grew in the number of disciples (Acts 6:1, Acts 9:31), intentionally developing 
new leaders (2 Timothy 2:2), they sent others out to start new churches to reach others in their 
communities (Acts 13:1-3).  Ultimately, the Gospel Commission in Matthew 28 is our response to God’s 
command to add to the church by making disciples (bringing people to Jesus) and planting new 
churches whereby the kingdom can multiply.  We are to make disciples and we are to go!  By making 
biblical disciples, we become more effective at carrying the fullness of Jesus into every corner of our 
communities, ultimately sending disciples to go and multiply new churches that create even greater 
capacity for healthy Kingdom growth.  Disciples who make disciples fuels church planting.


“The vigorous, continual planting of new congregations is the single most crucial strategy for 1) the 
numerical growth of the Body of Christ in any city, and 2) the continual corporate renewal and revival of 
the existing churches in a city. Nothing else--not crusades, outreach programs, para-church ministries, 
growing mega-churches, congregational consulting, nor church renewal processes--will have the 
consistent impact of dynamic, extensive church planting.” Timothy Keller, Why Plant Churches.


The greatest missionary in history, Paul, had a rather simple twofold strategy. First, he went into the 
largest city of a region (Acts 16:9, 12), and second, he planted churches in each city (Titus 1:5— ”appoint 
elders in every town”). Once Paul had done that, he could say that he had “fully preached” the gospel in 
a region and that he had “no more place . . . to work in these regions” (Rom. 15:19, 23). This means Paul 
had two controlling assumptions: (a) that the way to most permanently influence a country was through 
its chief cities, and (b) the way to most permanently influence a city was to plant churches in it. Once he 
had accomplished this in a city, he moved on. He knew that the rest that needed to happen would 
follow.


“Virtually all the great evangelistic challenges of the New Testament are basically calls to plant 
churches, not simply to share the faith. The 'Great Commission' (Matt.28:18-20) is not just a call to 
'make disciples' but to 'baptize'. In Acts and elsewhere, it is clear that baptism means incorporation into 
a worshipping community with accountability and boundaries (Acts 2:41-47). The only way to be truly 
sure you are increasing the number of Christians in a town is to increase the number of churches.”  Tim 
Keller, Why Plant Churches 

This is not only at the heart of the New Testament church but at the heart of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church.  The church has historically understood that its mission of making disciples best occurs through 
the intentional planting of churches in other communities and cities.  




Ellen White clearly understood the connection between the missional heart of the believer and the 
intentional planting of new churches as a means of fulfilling the church’s mission of expanding the 
Kingdom of God.  “Upon all who believe, God has placed the burden of raising up churches…. They are 
to employ His entrusted talents in building up His work and enlarging His kingdom.” Ellen White, 
Mission to the Cities, August 1, 1901


A year later, when confronting the church, she recognized that it was in jeopardy of losing its church 
planting, missional focus of reaching the populous in the cities.  “We all need to be wide awake, that, as 
the way opens, we may advance the work in the large cities. We are far behind in following the 
instruction to enter these cities and erect memorials for God." Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, 
September 30, 1902 

With its emphasis in church planting, the Seventh-day Adventist Church, as the church in the New 
Testament, grew.


“The work of church planting, in fact, was so central to Adventist life that General Conference President 
A. G. Daniells urged conference presidents to occasionally drop out of office and spend a year raising up 
new churches! Spontaneous explosion resulted. The effect was astonishing. Adventism grew so rapidly 
in North America that we were the envy of the Christian world. Every denomination said they wanted to 
reach the lost. Adventists not only said it, but we structured to make it happen.” Ron Gladden, Ministry 
Magazine, 1999


As we survey the greater Washington DC area, the Beltsville Seventh-day Adventist Church seeks to 
reclaim this missional movement of multiplication through church planting by intentionally planting 
additional churches and campuses that bring people to Jesus, equipping them in maturity & giftedness, 
and sending them out to plant additional locations to do the same.  Thus creating a movement for the 
Kingdom of Heaven.


“We should seek in every place to raise up a company of believers who will unite 
with us in uplifting the standard of truth, and working for rich and poor. Then as 
churches are established, there will be an increase of helpers to labor for the 
destitute and the outcast” Ellen White, Manuscript 3, 1899.



PLANT CAMPUSES INSTEAD 
OF PLANTING CHURCHES…
WHAT IS A MULTI-SITE CHURCH? 
It is one church in multiple locations or sites. The Beltsville Seventh-day Adventist Church seeks to 
reclaim the missional movement of multiplication through church planting by adopting a multi-site 
approach— one church in multiple locations. The main idea is that all locations share a common mission, 
leadership, budget and governing board— yet focus on reaching the people in their community.


HOW IS A MULTI-SITE CHURCH DIFFERENT FROM A CHURCH PLANT? 
A new church plant has a mission, budget, leadership or governing board different from the original 
location. A multi-site church is one church in multiple locations; a church plant is a brand new church 
(i.e., two churches in two different locations).


WHY NOT A SEPARATE CHURCH PLANT? 
Both approaches are good and are in line with the biblical value of multiplication. The form that this 
function takes depends on time and location. Because the biblical value is multiplication or reaching 
more people with the gospel, evangelism should be the dominant motivating factor in either launching 
a new site or planting a new church.


As is often the case, a single site church focuses its ministry exclusively on its own and lacks the ability 
to work in cooperation with other churches because of a difference in ministry approaches.  As Beltsville 
Seventh-day Adventist Church produces new campuses that are healthy in other communities 
throughout the greater Washington, DC area, it increases not only its footprint by reaching more people 
for the Kingdom of Heaven, but replicates its ministry style, allowing a greater collaboration with 
campuses.


WHAT ARE SOME ADVANTAGES OF USING THE MULTI-SITE APPROACH? 
Shared Leadership: the strength of the existing sites in terms of mission, leadership, and culture 
makes the new site stronger from day one.  Pastoral staff, the church-wide board and ministry 
leaders all collaborate in the fulfillment of the mission.


Shared Resources: the processes for message planning, leadership training, communication, 
budget, etc., give the new location a jump start. The pastors who oversee the location can focus on 
evangelism and making disciples rather than spending time in weekly message preparation.


WHY…



Shared Commitment: the commitment of an established congregation in prayer, financial 
resources and relationships provides a mature base that is not as available to a smaller, independent 
church plant.


Strong Reputation: the Beltsville Seventh-day Adventist Church is well known in the community 
and has a wonderful reputation.  Those considering church may have some knowledge of the 
Beltsville Seventh-day Adventist Church that gives them some confidence in checking out the site 
near them.


WHY IS THE BELTSVILLE CHURCH LAUNCHING SITES? 
Our mission has kept us continually addressing ways to reach our community. Throughout the recent 
growth, there has been a sense that we don’t want to simply build a larger campus. We want to reach 
our friends and neighbors where they live, rather than bring them all to one large campus. One way 
many churches are expanding their reach is by opening new locations or sites in specific neighborhoods 
or areas. We think this is a wise way to reach more people and move toward becoming one church with 
multiple locations.


WHAT’S THE CONNECTION BETWEEN SITES? 
The sites share pastoral staff, ministry and financial resources, teaching and ministries. Each site will 
develop its unique identity over time but will be directed by Beltsville Seventh-day Adventist Church’s 
mission, values and leadership.


WHAT ABOUT OTHER CHURCHES? 
Our desire to move into different neighborhoods is not meant to compete with already, existing local 
Seventh-day Adventist Churches. We have enjoyed a positive relationship with many local churches and 
plan to celebrate what God is already doing through them in their communities. We don’t want to 
detract from that in any way. Our site will simply create an additional avenue to reach people that are 
currently not being reached and impact Washington, DC for the Kingdom of Heaven. Ultimately, we 
want to reach folks who are not already enfolded into a community of faith.



WHY…
PLANT A CAMPUS IN 
WASHINGTON, DC…
Why plant another church or campus in Washington, DC?  Some might be asking, “Aren’t there 
enough Seventh-day Adventist Churches in Washington, DC?” 


The seat of government for the United States, Washington, DC, is a home to some of the most 
powerful and influential men and women on the planet. American history comes to life here, 
and new advancements are happening every day. From embassies to landmarks, universities 
to museums and restaurants to parks, the institutions and amenities draw people from every 
race and background. But a closer look reveals this population is also dealing with problems 
such as crime, poverty and hopelessness.


Washington, DC, is known as a worldwide hub of influence and the nerve center for U.S. policy 
and politics. Considered one of the most globally diverse cities in the world, people from 
across the globe live, work, study and represent their home countries in America’s capital city. 
But there’s more to the city than the powerful and educated elite who call it home.


Inside the city you’ll find the other extreme. Washington, DC consistently ranks in the top 10 of 
cities having the highest population of homelessness. Marked by crime and poverty, the area 
has become an increasingly difficult place to live for many residents.


The needs are great. Reaching the diverse population in

Washington, DC requires overcoming barriers of affluence and 

poverty, language and culture and spiritual indifference.


If we can reach Washington, DC, we can reach the world.



If we look back at the days of the early church we witness 
an amazing phenomenon.  The church began as an almost 

entirely urban movement led by Paul, who moved from 
city to city to plant churches.  Why did Paul do this?  

Because he knew that if he reached a city by planting a 
healthy, gospel-based church, he would effect change in 
the culture.  The fact is many of the early Christians lived 

in cities, which means that most of them had an 
opportunity to transform the culture or reach someone 

who could.  Today’s world is very similar.  Only today, if we 
can reach Washington, DC, we can reach the world.



Currently, there are only 9 Seventh-day Adventist Churches in Washington, DC 
and we praise God for the work they are doing.  However, based on a current 

population of 711,571, there is a need to plant over 30 more English speaking 
churches in order to effectively disciple people where they live.  God is doing 

great things through the existing churches there, but with so few of them, large 
portions and entire communities of people are currently not being reached.

“Again and again I am instructed to present to our churches the 
work that should be done in our large cities. There is a great work 
to be done, not only where we have churches already established, 
but also in places where the truth has never been fully presented. 
Right in our midst there are heathen as verily as in far-off lands.”


Ellen White, Manuscript 7, 1908



The Washington, DC Campus will be a multi-

ethnic church that reaches a diverse 
population of people.  With the average age 
of those living in  the area being 33 and 94% 
working in white collar professions, the 
target audience will be primarily the young adult professional. 

Almost all of the

Washington, DC 

population growth

between 2000 and 
2010 was due to young 
adults age 20 to 34, whose 
numbers swelled 23 percent.  
Though the influx has slowed 
somewhat, the latest round of census 
figures showed that half of the District’s 
population growth between 2010 and 2012 
was from millennials.


WHERE…
SHOULD WE PLANT A CAMPUS 
IN WASHINGTON, DC…

To longtime residents, Washington, DC 
feels different, in some places, almost 
unrecognizable.

Once-dead streets are bustling, even 
after dark. High-rises are replacing


aged structures and overgrown

lots. Restaurants pop up


overnight, like

dandelions.


Pedestrians have

to look both


ways for

bicycles.

The

Washington,


DC Campus will

be planted in the


North-central area of 

Washington, DC comprising


Petworth, ColumbiaHeights

and surrounding communities.

The goal is to develop a team of 125 committed launch team members by September 2020. 
The launch team will be made up of Beltsville Seventh-day Adventist Church members, 
members from other Adventist churches, committed Christians, unchurched Christians, and 
non-Christians in the Greater Washington, DC area.



WHAT IF…
WE WERE ABLE TO DELIVER THE 
SAME MESSAGE TO ALL 
CAMPUSES

We would be able to have a unified 
message as one church, enable the 
various campus pastors to focus on church 
systems and allow us the ability to plant 
additional volunteer-lead campuses.

The message will be recorded at

Ammendale’s first service and 
uploaded for other campuses.

The message is downloaded and 
viewed during live worship


at the Washington, DC Campus

The message is downloaded and 
viewed during live worship


at the Tech Road Campus

The message is downloaded and 
viewed during live worship


at the future campuses



WHAT…
WILL WE NEED TO DO TO MAKE 
THIS HAPPEN…

… in order to effectively communicate a 
shared message between campuses, we 
would need to make several changes to 
the existing worship services at the 
Ammendale Campus.

Pastor Tim will dress down to what might be 
considered business-casual, no longer wearing a suit 
and tie. 

Young adult professionals in Washington, DC work all 
week in a suit and tie.  Business attire means work.  For 
them, dressing down is how they like to worship.

Ammendale’s first worship service will need to stay on 
schedule, giving Pastor Tim enough time to deliver a 
full-length message.

Since we will be filming the first service's message to 
share with other campuses, we need to assure that 
about 30 minutes are reserved for the message.

Since we will be filming the first service’s message and 
uploading it for various campuses, we will be 
purchasing and installing a stationary video camera in 
the back of the sanctuary.

Pastor Tim will be preaching to those attending the first 
service as well as those who will be viewing the 
message at various campuses. 

Though there is a need to update the sanctuary decor, 
there will likely be a digital backdrop behind the 
speaker that will be cropped so that only the speaker 
and backdrop will be seen on the video.

The desire is to have a visual atmosphere that is 
conducive to worship for those attending the 
Ammendale campus as well as those viewing the 
message from their respective campuses.

To better capture on video what is happening on the 
platform, we will need to update the lighting in the 
sanctuary with stage lighting that is modern.

This updated stage lighting will also assist the 
Ammendale campus in a better worship environment 
for choirs, school programs, special features and 
leading in worship.

VIDEO MESSAGES AREN'T FOR EVERYONE.  
HOWEVER, THE YOUNG ADULTS WE ARE TRYING 
TO REACH IN WASHINGTON, DC ARE RECEPTIVE 
TO THIS FORM OF TECHNOLOGY 
“Let every worker in the Master's vineyard, study, plan, devise methods, to reach 
the people where they are. We must do something out of the common course of 
things. We must arrest the attention. We must be deadly in earnest. We are on the 
very verge of times of trouble and perplexities that are scarcely dreamed of.”  

Ellen White, Letter 20, 1893



WHAT’S…
IN A NAME…

… in order to effectively communicate a 
single mission as one church, we would 
need to have a church name that is 
functional across all campuses.

AN EVER-EXPANDING MISSION 
The Beltsville Seventh-day Adventist Church began over 60 years ago as a people of faith with an 
intention of reaching the local community with the love and message of Jesus Christ.  Over the decades, 
this ministry impact has increased beyond Beltsville to communities such as Laurel, Silver Spring, 
Bowie and connecting to an ever-expanding population base including people now from Prince 
George’s and Montgomery Counties and into Washington, DC.


The name for the church has served it well over the decades.  People know Beltsville Seventh-day 
Adventist Church.  However, in order to effectively communicate a single mission as one church, we 
need to have a church name that is functional across all campuses and does not restrict us to one 
location.  A location-based name constrains us from reaching people in other communities.  


For many people, the church name is the very first impression they will get of our church, and the way 
they perceive us will be decided in part by the impression this name makes on them. It doesn’t make 
sense to people invited to a campus in Silver Spring or Washington, DC to attend a church named 
Beltsville.


When we added the new campus, we maintained the same church name, giving each location a specific 
campus name: Beltsville Seventh-day Adventist Church: Ammendale and Tech Road Campuses.  What 
the church board is proposing now is to have a new church name that is not location-based but 
descriptive of who we are as a community of faith.  Then, each campus will have a local, community 
based name.  For example: Mosaic Seventh-day Adventist Church: Beltsville, Tech Road, Columbia 
Heights, etc.  


Most people refer to the campus by its campus name.  People would still refer to Tech Road as Tech 
Road.  Instead of Ammendale, people would refer to the original campus again as Beltsville. 


In the end, it isn’t a cool sounding name that matters most.  What people need is to know Christians 
who love Jesus and can welcome them into loving community with good food, friendly people, and 
where they can start to learn about God at their own pace.


The following outlines the process of changing the church name.



WHAT…
ARE THE STEPS TO MAKE THIS 
HAPPEN…

… in order to effectively communicate a 
single mission as one church, we would 
need to have a church name that is 
functional across all campuses.

5
FIVE STEPS TO CHANGE THE NAME

Communicate with the church the 
need for and process of changing 

the name of Beltsville Seventh-day 
Adventist Church.

Have the church 
membership provide 

suggestions for potential 
names.  

Develop a team that reviews 
suggestions and provides the 
best three potential names to 

the church.
Share the three 

potential names to 
the church 

membership and get 
feedback.

The church votes the new 
name at the church 

business meeting on 
February 6, 2020.



WHAT
WILL WE DO TO REACH OTHERS 
FOR JESUS…

… we understand that discipleship is an 
intentional process that happens 
through relationships.  This will be done 
through the realization of each of the 
four steps to connect people with…

GOD EACH OTHER

GROWTHCOMMUNITY

These four action steps are vital to our mission to equip fully engaged, missional disciples of Jesus. Each 
step in the process represents a progressive advancement in discipleship toward spiritual maturity.



STEP ONE: CONNECT PEOPLE WITH GOD 
Goal: To lead people to Christ and active involvement in the local church. Once an individual has given 
his/her life to Jesus Christ and has come to an understanding of the basic teachings of the character of 
God and His will for his/her life, he/she will display this commitment through Bible baptism.  We are 
intentional about bringing people to Jesus.  Romans 10:9


“The church is God’s appointed agency for the salvation of men. It was organized for service, and its 
mission is to carry the gospel to the world.” Ellen White, Acts of the Apostles, pg. 9 

STEP TWO: CONNECT PEOPLE WITH EACH OTHER 
Goal: To equip and place people in ministry in the local church. Once an individual has come to Christ 
and has become part of the church, discovering his/her spiritual gift, service in the local congregation 
and being part of a small group is a vital part of spiritual development. 1 Corinthians 12:7-11


“God has set in the church different gifts. These are precious in their proper places, and all may act a part 
in the work of preparing a people for Christ’s soon coming.” Ellen White, Gospel Workers, pg. 481 

STEP THREE: CONNECT PEOPLE WITH THE COMMUNITY 
Goal: To equip people to bring others into God’s eternal family. Once people have come to Christ, they 
are called to reach those in their community of influence with the love of Christ through service and 
personal evangelism. 2 Corinthians 5:20


“The very first impulse of the renewed heart is to bring others also to the Saviour.” Ellen White, 
Testimonies, Vol. 5, pg. 386 

STEP FOUR: CONNECT PEOPLE WITH A LIFE OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
Goal: To help people become more like Jesus Christ in their thoughts, feelings and actions in 
preparation for His second coming. This process begins when a person surrenders to the headship of 
Jesus Christ and continues throughout the rest of his/her life until His second coming.  Ultimately, we 
see mature disciples of Jesus as men and women who feed themselves spiritually in a personal 
relationship with God, mentor others in their discipleship process and are willing to be sent to plant 
other churches throughout the world. Hebrews 6:1


“If we consent, He will so identify Himself with our thoughts and aims, so blend our hearts and minds 
into conformity to His will that when obeying Him, we shall be but carrying out our own impulses.” Ellen 
White, Desire of Ages, pg. 668



WHAT…
WILL WE DO TO REACH OTHERS 
FOR JESUS…

We understand discipleship to be the intentional mentoring of people 
who voluntarily submit to the lordship of Christ and who want to 
become imitators of Him in every thought, word, and deed.  On the 
basis of teaching, training, experiences, relationships, and 
accountability, a disciple becomes transformed into the likeness of 
Jesus Christ.  We’ve broken this relational process down into four steps.





MINISTRIES
WE BELIEVE THE SUCCESS OF THIS NEW CAMPUS 

DEPENDS ON ACTIVELY LIVING OUT OUR FAITH WITHIN 
THE COMMUNITY THROUGH KEY MINISTRIES…

As a campus of the Beltsville Seventh-day Adventist Church, it will share in the ministries of the larger 
church (such as Pathfinders, Adventurers, Beltsville Adventist School, etc.). Therefore, the Washington, 
DC Campus will not begin by replicating many of these ministries but rather utilizing the limited 
resources to focus primarily on missional intentionality. Until God provides additional leadership, the 
Washington, DC Campus will begin with the following ministries:


INCARNATIONAL OUTREACH 
We take Jesus’ command to go into the world and make disciples and His admonitions for His followers 
who are “in the world” as marching orders to “plant seeds” of prayer, love, kindness, good deeds and 
witness in all of the circles where God allows us to roam free: home, work, neighborhood, social circles, 
kid’s school and sports teams, etc. Rather than moving into those contexts with the goal of “attracting” 
nonbelievers to a church service, we desire to show the love and care of Jesus Christ in those contexts.


In addition to incarnational living within our personal mission fields, we will plan regular outreach and 
service projects in the community that show God’s love in practical ways with no strings attached.




INTENTIONAL SABBATH SCHOOL GROUPS 
Our Sabbath morning curriculum will be driven by our intentional discipleship process by equipping 
and training guests, new and existing members in the essentials of a missional, Christian life. In 
addition to offering the traditional Sabbath School quarterly, classes will be provided that focus on the 
various aspects of the spiritual journey, including discovering, knowing, serving and growing in Jesus 
Christ.


WHOLEHEARTED TRANSFORMATIONAL WORSHIP 
There are few things more powerful than God’s people coming together to worship Him in unity. The 
goal of worship will not be about performance or tradition, contemporary or classical, but rather 
engaging God and experiencing true heart transformation. As such, since our focus will be on the 
reaching and discipleship of the young adult professional in Washington, DC, the worship experience 
will be culturally relevant and understandable to these non-believers.  The music will likely be similar to  
what is broadcast on Christian radio station WGTS 91.9.


HOUSE-BASED SMALL GROUPS 
The Washington, DC Campus will be a network of unified small groups (outward-focused house groups) 
that will serve as an outpost for mission in the local community. Each small group will include times of 
hanging out and building community, studying scripture, praying, accountability, worship and rallying 
around the mission. 


EVER-EXPANDING IMPACT 
As the Washington, DC Campus grows and God provides gifted leadership and resources, we will add 
additional ministries that help fulfill the mission of Jesus.



JOANNE CORTES, CAMPUS PASTOR 
Andrews University - Candidate for MA in Pastoral Ministry 
Regent University - Candidate for MDiv, concentration in Chaplaincy  
Liberty University - BS in Business Administration - Communications 

Joanne has had a passion for ministry and a heart for people ever since she 
was a child. She loves empowering individuals to be all God calls them to be. 
Her desire is to lead others to believe boldly, love compassionately, and live 
wholeheartedly while trusting God completely along life’s journey. For over 
20 years she has ministered actively with her husband, Jose, in youth 
ministries, church planting, and church leadership. She is a proud parent of 
Jose III and Joel Benjamin.

SHARI LOVEDAY, CHILDREN/YOUTH PASTOR 
Southwestern Adventist University – BA in Religion 
Stratford Career Institute – AA in Early Childhood Education 

Shari will be overseeing our Youth and Children’s Ministries for the DC 
Campus. Shari has been working with children and youth in some capacity 
for over 20 years. She is passionate about transparent, relevant, and practical 
ministry to our younger members. Shari loves spending time with her 
husband Jeremiah and her two children Miah and Jeremiah II. She is an avid 
reader, writer, and foodie.

TIM MADDING, LEAD PASTOR 
Andrews University - DMin & MDiv 
Weimar College - BA in Pastoral Ministry 

Tim has served in ministry over 25 years and believes that the local church is 
God’s primary tool for the salvation of the world. His personal mission is to 
prepare as many people as possible for the second coming of Jesus and is 
committed to discipling others for that purpose.  Tim, his wife, Andrea, and 
son, Ethan, live in Silver Spring, Maryland, just outside our nation’s capital. 
Tim enjoys hiking, exploring new places and creating fun videos with Ethan.

WHO…
WILL BE STARTING THIS…

… As a new campus of the Beltsville 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, this site 
will be planted by the Lead, Campus and  
Children/Youth Pastors.



BUDGET
STARTING A NEW CAMPUS IS NO SMALL ENDEAVOR.  AS WE ASK FOR 
PARTNERSHIP AND COMMITMENT FROM OTHERS WITH A PASSION 
FOR SEEING TRANSFORMATION TAKE PLACE IN WASHINGTON, DC, 

HERE IS AN OVERVIEW OF OUR 2020 LAUNCH BUDGET:

Salaries
$100,000

Community Outreach
$15,000

Misc/Unexpected
$6,000

Marketing
$35,000

Children's Ministries
$5,000

Hospitality
$15,000

Facilities
$15,000

Communication
$4,000

Equipment
$80,000

Through the grace of God and the generosity of individuals and organizations, we have already 
received $21,000 in actual funds and $200,000 in commitments for the first year. 

WITH $221,000 RAISED/PLEDGED, OUR REMAINING NEED IS $54,000

*Detailed budget, updated funding stats, etc available upon request.

$275,000



TIMELINE
PREPARATION PHASE

Fall 2019 
◊ Continue Fundraising 
◊ Continue Demographics of the 

community 
◊ Develop Prayer Team 
◊ Solidify Support Structures

Winter & Spring 2020 
◊ Recruit Launch Team Members 
◊ MLK Day of Service 
• January 20.  An outreach event focused on 

gathering families and friends together in 
an effort to serve in the community. 

◊ Begin Informational Meetings 
◊ Begin Preview Services 
◊ Begin Social Events 
◊ Set Opening Day Expectations

LAUNCH PLANNING PHASE

GAIN MOMENTUM PHASE

Summer 2020 
◊ Develop Reproducing Leader 

Culture 
◊ Implement Evangelism Strategy 
◊ Develop Marketing Strategy 
◊ Implement Marketing Strategy 
◊ Develop and Grow Launch Team 

Members 
◊ Create a Networking Strategy

Fall 2020 
◊ Final Launch Preparations 
◊ Final Preview Service 
◊ Replicate Leadership Structures 
◊ September 7-18, Mailers Hit 

Homes

LAUNCH PHASE

September 19, 2020 
• Join us for the official launch 

service of the Washington, DC 
Campus

OFFICIAL LAUNCH SERVICE

HELP US MAKE THIS VISION AND 
DREAM A REALITY FOR THE PEOPLE 
OF WASHINGTON, DC.

September 26, 2020 
◊ Begin Weekly Services 
◊ Ongoing Assessment 
◊ Develop New Leaders

CONGREGATION PHASE



PARTNER WITH US
WE ARE ASKING YOU TO JOIN IN WITH US.  THERE ARE THREE SIGNIFICANT WAYS YOU CAN 

HELP US PURSUE AND ACCOMPLISH OUR VISION, MISSION AND GOALS:

PRAY Please pray for our new campus, for our vision, mission, strategy, 
development and leadership over the next several months, as well as for 
Washington, DC and the people we will engage.  We need hundreds of 
people praying for this campus, this great city of Washington, DC and us as 
leaders.  We will send monthly updates to our email list and will make 
updates available on the web at www.beltsvillesda.org.

JOIN IN Hopefully this presentation has explained this clearly.  Beltsville Seventh-day 
Adventist Church and the new Washington, DC Campus is not about a person, but 
a group of people who are passionately willing to join in the work that God has 
already begun in this city.  We are looking for individuals and families to join us as 
we purpose with Jesus Christ.  We are looking for people who are committed to 
doing this together, engaging the city, and making a difference in the lives of 
others.  If this information, vision and mission resonate in your heart, and if God is 
moving you to join us, we will help you find the perfect place to get involved.  If 
nothing else, come to our initial launch event and consider joining our team.

FUNDING The budget page includes a snapshot of the Washington, DC Campus launch 
budget 2020.  Even with the support of the Potomac Conference and other 
partner organizations, we have a long way to reach our goal of raising 
$275,000.  We humbly ask you to consider supporting us in either a one-
time donation, in commitments for monthly or annual contributions.  Your 
gift is tax-deductible, and you can contribute in one of two ways:  either send 
your check to the address listed below, or give safely and securely online at 
www.beltsvillesda.org/give.  However you decide to get involved, we very 
much appreciate your partnership and your belief in what God is going to do 
through the Washington, DC Campus.  We cannot do this without you.



4200 Ammendale Road

Beltsville, MD 20704


301-937-8118


WWW.BELTSVILLESDA.ORG

“FOR WE ARE HIS WORKMANSHIP, CREATED IN CHRIST JESUS FOR GOOD WORKS, 
WHICH GOD PREPARED BEFOREHAND SO THAT WE WOULD WALK IN THEM.”


EPHESIANS 2:10


